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OL. XII AIR CORPS NEWS LETTER NO. 13 





Information Division Munitions Building 


July 27, 1928 


Air Corps Washington, D. C. 





The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel of the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard and others connected with aviation. 

’ ~---000--~ 


MAPS TO AID IN AIR NAVIGATION 
Ry A.M. Jacobs 


Our first acquaintance with maps is usually in the elementary schools, when 
they are mysterious highly colored affairs from which we must learn things almos’ 
beyond comprehension. No one breathes to us then that the earth as it appears 
in the flat picturizations in our geogrephies is not actually as presented there 
If they did, we'd probably lose a faith, none too well established, in education 
without more ado and forswear it forever -- if we only could. 

It is usually later, when a Lindbergh in flying from New York to Paris goes 


north, touching. New Foundlapd, then drops south, touchjng Paris, and tells us 


that he is flying the straightest line that can be drawn between the two points, 
that we begin to Worry. Then we get out the old globe and stretching a bit of 
tape tightly across from New York to Paris find it strangely true. The impos- 
sibility of presenting accurately a curved surface on a plane surface, which 

has been parrot information all our lives, begins to possess reality and meaning 
and since it isn't a matter of education or even of anyone's caring whether we 
know anything about them or not, we inadvertently pick up an interest in maps. 

Maps! There are more kinds and of greater variety than we ever dreamed. 
We stumble across some ancient ones, dram up before Columbus apprised the world 
that it was round. Flat maps could have been studied by the children without 
deceit in those days of a flat earth -~ if there had been schools, of course. 
And as late as 1507, America was tacked on to eastern Asia by the chart makers, 
only gradually being shoved off, first by a narrow strait and finally by an 
ocean. 

We become familiar with the word "projections". Once the world has become 
round, it can be presented on a flat surface only by projections from the globe, 
for the flat surface can touch the globe but at one point, of course. Mercator, 
we learn, got around this fact by wrapping a piece of paper about the globe 
in the form of a cylinder, touching at the equator and making projections for 
all points north and south. The parallels and meridians were at right angles 
to each other. The result is a map of such accuracy for all central parts of 
the earth, that is above and below the equator, that it is used today almost 
entirely for marine navigation. Approaching the top and bottom of the earth, 
however, since the longitudinal lines keep inhospitably parallel on the flat 
Mercator map, not drawing together as they actually would toward the poles, 
distortions are pronounced, and, except to present a general idea of the earth's 
topography, it is practically useless. 

There are many other projections; the Polyconic, the Great Circle, the 


, Stereoscopic, ¢tc, In that.some of them are good fof gome things, some good 


for others, but none of them perfect in all respects, they are strangely like 
people. Some show the countries as long, thin areas, others as short fat ones, 
as people are distorted in certain types of mirrors. All, however, are accuratc 
and serviceable for the purpose for which they are plotted, which is to show 
either the distance, area, direction, or shape of the earth, or a given part of 
it, One, sometimes two of these properties can be authentically given on a °). 
plane surface, but never all of them for any great portion of the sphere. 

It was some time before the over-ocean flights of last summer that we begar 
to hear of the Great Circle course in connection with flying, but it is only 
since long flights have become the order of the day that the problem of air 
navigation has been a¢knowledged of the foremost aviation importance. And it 
Was in connection with this air navigation problem that the radio beacon came 
into existence. The radio beacon supplies directional guidance for a flyer 
journeying away from or toward the transmitting beacon tower. The radio waves 
naturally follow the shortest distance between the beacon tower and the point 
for which they have been set. In other words, they travel the Great Circle 
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course. So that flying by the beacon signals, the pilot is relieved of the 
worry of maps or compasses. To obtain for him however this surety of navigation, 
the beacon waves must have been scot to travel in exactly the proper direction, 
And to get this correct angle of setting has been rather‘a difficult thing with 
the maps at hand. Existing great circle projections which give accurate beacon 
paths do not give accurate longitude and latitude angles from which to obtain 
settings for those paths. 

This explains the appearance of a new map, the work of Bradley Jones and 
R.K. Stout of the Instrument and Navigation Unit of the Materiel Division, 
and "equi-distant zenithal projection" which as the name implies is a projection 
on a flat surface of points taken as from a zenith above Wright Field. From 
the angles on this map, the radio engineer can get the correct angle for direc. 
tional setting for any point within 1000 miles of the Wright Field radio beacon, 
whether it be Fort Crook, Nebraska, Bellfonte, Pa., or Oscoda, Michigan. This 
type of map, it is thought, will be an extremely useful adjunct to directional 
radio guidance, and like ones will no doubt be charted for the new radio beacon 
units being established by the Department of Commerce. 

awa=Q00--— 


FIRST GRADUATING CLASS FROM MARCH FIELD 


- The first class of Flying Cadets to complete the eight months’ course at 
the Primary Flying School at March Field, Riverside, Calif., graduated on June 
e8th. The 29 students who successfully completed the course were sent to the 
Advanced Flying School at Kolly Field, San Antonio, Texas. 

The graduation exercises opened with an aerial review led by the graduat- 
ing class. Tho presentation of diplomas was hold in the Officers' Club imme- 
diately following the review. 


ee 
MARCH FIELD FLYING CADETS STAGE AIR MEET 


An airplane field meet for the upper class of flying cadets was held at 
March Field, Riverside, Calif., on July 13th. The cless was divided into eight 
: teams of eight men each, with a commissioned officer as coach. The events par- 
ticipated in consisted-of: Hurdles; Combination; Turn on Pylon; Small Field 
Landing; Message Dropping; Race over Triangular Course and Relay Race. 

Major M. F. Harmen, lst Licuts. R.C.W. Blessley and Morton H. McKinnon 
acted as judges; lst Lieuts. Fred C. Nelson and Y. A. Pitts were umpires, and 
lst Lieut. D. W. Norwood acted as Field Marshall. 

- Reporting at the March Ficld Primary Flying School for the July 1, 1928, 
Class, were 123 embryo pilots. The first two weeks of the school term was taken 
up with the various physical and orientator tests. Actual training started on 
July 16th. . 

---000--~- 


GENERAL LASSITER INSPECTS KINDLEY FIELD . 


The outstanding event of the month at Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I., was 
the visit to Corresidor on May 23rd, via amphibian plane, of Major-General 
William Lassiter, U.S. Army, the new Dopartment Commander, who ar-ived in the 
Philippine Islands on the April transport. Three ampuidians, pilotsd by Lieuts. 
_ Meloy, Hodges and Watkins, Air Corps, were flown in fcurmation to Crnp Nichols, 
whore General Lassiter, his aide and Major W.G. Kilner were picked un. General 
Hatch, commanding the Harbor Defenses of Manila and Srbic Bays, met General 
Lassiter at Kindley Field and accompanied him througnout his inspection tour. 

~--000--- 


WAR DEPARTMENT THEATRE AT MARCH FIELD TEL PATRONIZED 


‘The interest evinced in the entertainment offered dy the War Department 
Theatre at March Field, Calif., was indicatec by statistics submitted for the 
Anmal Report. A total of 36,377 paid admissions curing the period Sept. 1 to 
June 30th for 153 shows is ample evidence of the high cuality of entertainment 
offered. anchor and Marco recontly completed arrangements for the showing of 
their Varieties one night a week. 
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A LITTLE NEWS FROM THE MARINES IN NICARAGUA 


A new correspondent has joined the ranks of contributors to the News Letter. 


i He haile from an entirely unexpected locality -- Managua, Nicaragua, where Uncle 
rith San's Marines’ manage to keep warm, and how? Our correspondent has cautioned us 
in not to mention his name, and to keep on his good side his wishes will be respected 
in His sole topic of conversation in this first contribution centers around lst 
Lieut. Pardoe Martin from France Field, Panama Canal Zone and several former 

a members of the Air Corps, and he goes on to say: 

_ “Ae our guest as observer for the Army in our pacification of our "Little 
tion pom? ere it might be of interest to your publication to get a line on 

. ne 
a "Sixty~seven hours and 45 minutes, only one hour and 10 minutes of which 
con, is observer time, is Lieut. Martin's flying time for his first month in Nicaragua, 


re Landing with the squadrons on the 15th of May, he has been muchly "up in the air" 
al during his short stay here. 

con "Not being one of the "International Police", he is a non-combatant and is .. 
not permitted to carry bombs or loaded guns on his plane, but he has flom on ~~ 
many fighting plane missions as an escort and is getting an eyeful of information ' 
on the methods and tactics as used in coping with Sandino and his brush-jungle 
guerillas. "Under the wing" of our Commanding Officer, Major Ross B. Rowell, — 

Mr. Martin has undergone a thorough indoctrination by actual application and 

t has proved himself a very apt pupil, indeed. To date he has flown two independ ; 
ent missions to the Honduran border without escort, and is making*himself "handy" ” 
wherever possible. 

"Though he does not get to actually participate in our little ‘racket’ with =~ 
£. Sandino, -his. tennis racquet has won him the undisputed championship of Nicaragua, 
‘and he has met with some stiff opposition. At re-call every day, the rainy . 

season permitting, he is off for the courts of the Tropical Radio or the Campo: 
de Marte and plays until dark, taking on all comers. It has been said that the . 
Lieutenant even rises early in the hwirinntee and practices his Tilden ‘twists! -_ : 
Wills 'wallops'. 
"Lieut. Martin's pleasing personality has made him friends with all the 
officers and enlisted men in Marine aviation, and the Army Air Corps is to be 
sht congratulated on its pick of Licut. Martin. 
a, "On his arrival here he found that some of his old charges from Brooks 
field, San Antonio, Texas, had strayed from the fold and were glad to see him. 
Yr. Martin was Adjutant at Brooks Field when the writer was a cadet in the Pri- 
mary Flying School, with Colonel Lindbergh as a classmate. We had to get some 
connection with Lindbergh in this 'yarn'. 
"Gunnery Sergeant Morris Kurts was one time mess sergeant in the old At- 
tack Group.at Kelly Field. Sergeant Bob Wence, whose heroic climbing out on the 
anypiggeefthe Fokker over the Caribbean and fixing an oil line on the flight from 
ken the States recently, is an ex-drmy 'bird' from Kelly Fieid. PFC Martin Kolbe, 
an ex-sergeant from the 47th Squadron, Brooks Field, is in charge of the machine 
shop here, with only a year in the Corps. 

"Sergeant Carl Long, who is now in Pensacola taking flight training, ‘did a 
few months at Kelly Field in the 62nd Squadron, and PFC Charles J. Long, one 
time 'pill-roller' at the field hospital at Brooks Field, is now rolling acety~ 
lene gas drums here in this welding shop. Sergeant Laurens Claude, once a lst 
Lieutenant at Brooks Field and one of the Marine Corps leading Naval Aviation 
Pilots, is a member of VO6-M. Claude recently did a ‘chop chop’ with the 
Leathernecked Flyers in China, coming here last: month. 

"So you can see for yourself that your Mr. Martin does not get Seahiene 
for someone to 'shoot! the 'Old Army breeze’ with." 

1 And now, having concluded the broadcasting, there will be a pause unti 
muchly welcomed contributor from the ranks of the “Leathernecks" goes on — 
air again which, it is hoped, will 1 be seams 


s 


ts. 


PREPARATION FOR U.S. 10 SWEDEN FLIGHT 


Mr. Parker D. Cramer, Divisional Enspector, of the Aeronautics pranhh of the 
‘ Depar teen’ of Commerce, was a recent visitor at the San Antonio Air Depot and 


: 7 on the Command es inser, intents, Mf matters of 9 esranau part ‘iges 7 
tes arriv n onio a accompanie A ese 
| of Rockfo » ees is, 5, pilot, who cts t to’ fiy This gran Oe otter mon e , 


Greater Rockford" » On a Transatlantic Flight a Rockford, Ill, to Stockho 
weden, in the near future. Mr. Cramer Mr. Hassell departed’ from San antonio 
the following — ee Fy a non-stop flight in this plane from San Antonio to los 
: ret, Sates t day, preparatory to putting the plane through tests prior 
0 ° 

e ght to Stockholm . 273 « ¥=5814, dC. 














CATERPILLAR CLUB A GROWING ORGAITZAsION Y 





Membership in that exclusive organization, called the "Caterpillar Club", 
contimes to increase by leaps and bounds. As a matter of fact, however, it 
is bound to increase by "leaps". The growth of this organization is naturally 
to be expected, for accidents are destined to happen, regardless of the mode of 
transportation used. 

It is safe to say that in most cases accidents are due to the human element 
involved. The automobile driver has a careless moment; the track~walker over. 
looks a faulty rail; one of those rare mix-ups occurs with regard to sidetrack- 
ing the local train for the fast express; the airplane pilot does something in 
an unguarded moment contrary to all rules of flying or takes unwarranted risks 
in flying under unfavorable weather conditions. 

While Army Air Corps regulations require every occupant of an Army plane to 
wear the parachute, no one relishes the thought of being compelled to make use 
of it. In the extreme emergency, however, the paracmte is a mighty handy piece 
of equipment to have around. In fact, it is the only means at hand which gives 
the man in the air whose life is imperiled a chance to reach the ground safely, 
&s an aerial life preserver the parachute is. well worth the time and effort 
expended in its development.. . 

At this writing, as far as kmown, a total of 87 candidates were duly . 
initiated into the mysterics of the mythical Caterpillar Clud-and declared menbe: 
in good standing. The number of life-saving parachute jumps made, however, total 
92. The man who is foremost in aeronautical circles in this country, if not the 
entire world, Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh, is also the most outstanding member 
of the Caterpillar Club, for on no less than four occasions he used the paracinte 
to save his life. Captain Frank O'D Hunter, Air Corps, is a second degree member 
of the club, as was also the late Lieut. Bugone H. Se both of these 
officers jumping twice. 

Over five years: have passed since the first emergency jump with a parachute | 
from an airplane was made by Lieut. Harold R. Harris,- then an Air Corps officer 
and now engaged in commercial aviation. This jump was made on October 20,1922, 
The first time an Army type parachute was utilized in the extreme emergency in 
this country was on August 24, 1920, but in this instance the jump, made by 
Mr. O'Connor, was premediated, and the Army chute was used by him when his om 
privately manufactured chute failed to function. 

In addition to Mr. O'Connor, the parachute saved 2 lives in 1922, 10 in 
1924, 13 in 1925, 16 in 1926, 35 in 1927 and 15 thus far this yoar, total 92. It 
is by no means cortain that the figuros given above are correct. While it is 
possible to keep an accurate check on the paracimte jumps made in the military 
and naval air serwices, no reliable tab can be kept on those made by commercial 
and private flyers. The roster of the memvorship of the @aterpillar Club ‘is 
given below. anyone knowing of emergency jumps: made which are not included in 
this list will confer a favor upon the Air Corps Information Division by sendix 
in the necessary facts, sinco it is desired to maintain as complete a roster of 
the Caterpillar Club as possible. 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE CATERPILLAR CLUB 











Date Name , ‘Rank . Place of Jum . 
1920 ; 
August 24 William O'Connor Civilian McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio 
1922 hed tg. 
October 20 Harold R. Harris — lst Lt. Air Corps McCook Meld, Dayton, Ohio 
November 11 Frank B. Tyndall lst Licut. Air. ene Seattle, Washington. 
1924 : , 
April 23 Mr. Bottonfield Civilian Kelly Field, Texas. 
May 13 Bugene H. Barksdale. lst Lt. Air Corps Fairfiold, Ohio. 
June 5 W.W. White end Lt. Air Corps Kelly Field, Texas. 
June 13 Walter Lees Licut. A.C. Resorve Dayton, Ohio. 
June 18 John A. Macroady lst Lt. Air Corps Dayton, Ohio. 
July 11 A. R. Crawford end Lt. Air Corps Kelly Field, Texas. 
August 29 L. L. Koontz) lst Lt. Air Corps Bolling Field, D.C. 
W. E. Coggin) Private ,Air‘ Corps Bolling Field, D.C. 
October 16 W. M. Coles Gunner, U.S. Navy Coronado, Calif. 
November 4 W. E. kynd ©: . Captain,Air Corps Kolly Field, teak 
a V-5814,A.C. 
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Date 

1925 
March 5 
March 5 
March 20 
Avril 6 
April 10 
May 22 
June 2 
July 
August 17 
October 1 
October 10 
November 11 





1926 
March 5 
March 24 
May 10 
May 10 
June 2 
June 17 


July 5 


July 24 
August 8 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 17 
November 3 
November 12 
December 23 
1927 

Jamary 18 


February 3 


February 15 
February 27 


April 15 
February 24 
March 

March 

April 27 
May 4 

May 13 

May 28 


June 20 


July 10 
July 13 


July 15 
August 18 
Sept. 16 
October 5 
October 25 
October 27 


November 9 


Name 


C. D. McAllister 
Charles A. Lindbergh 
Frani: O'D. Hunter 

C. V. Mix 

J. Thad Johnson 

C. H. Schilchnauer 
Charles A. Lindbergh 
Mrs.Irece McFarland 
Kirtley J. Gregg 
F. 0. Rogers 

Fred C. Nelson 
Loomard §. Flo) 
John McGlynn ) 


Frank O'D,. Eunter 
E. H. Barksdale 
Horace M. Hickam 
Harold Geiger 

S. E. Ingersoll 
J.T. Hutchinson) 
Paul Stanley ) 
Walter M. Willians) 
John W. MacKenzie ) 
V. E. Bertrandias 
John I. Moore 
Charles A.Lindbergh 
C. L. Williams 
Charles A.Lindbergh 
Charles E. Widmer 
Warren D. Williams 


Roderic M. KXrider ) 
George T. Shlepper) 
Lawrence C. Craigie) 
Fabian L. Pratt 
Carl G. Ashley 
Herbert A. Dargue ) 
Ennis C. Whitehead) 
Stephen A.McClellan 
O. M. Darling 

E. 3B. Wilkins 

G. F. Lawhon 
Stewart VW. Towle 
Hawthorne C. Gray 
George G. Finch, 
Lewis E. Brereton) 
B. A. Bridget ) 
Clyde M. Taylor, ) 
Fred P. Miller) 
Eldo Peterman) 

EH. J. Cooper ) 

Art Smertz 

C. B. Whitney ) 
Paul L. Woodruff) 
Zenj. W. Craycraft 
Robert G. Fry 
Valentine Gephart 
A.H. Gilkeson 
Frank C. Sutton 

J. D. Cleveland) 
E. A. Sanborn ) 

G. HE. Stewart) 

F.F. Miller ) 

J. . Jewell ) 


Rank 


2nd Lt. Air Corps 
Cadet, Air Corps 
lst It. Air C-rps 
Sgt. Marine Corps’ 
lst Lt. air Corps 
Lieut. U.S. Navy 





Place of Jump 





Kelly Ficld, Toxas. 
Kelly Field, Texas. 


‘Dayton, Ohio. 


Quantico, Va. 
Eaglesmere, Penna. 
Lakehurst, N.J. 


end Lt. A.C. Reserve St. Louis, Mo. 


Civilian 
end Lt. Air Corps 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Lavernia, Texas. 


lst Lt. Marine Corps Langley Field, Va. 


lst Lt. Air Corps 
end Lt. A.C. Res. 
Private, Air Corps 


lst Lt. Air Corps 
lst Lt. Air Corps 
Major, Air Corps 
Major, Air Corps 
Lieut. U.S. Navy 
lst Lt. Air Corps 
Civilian 

Capt. Nat'l Guard 
end Lt. Nat'l Guard 
lst Lt. Air Corps 
lst Lt. Air Corps 
Air Mail Pilot 
lst Lt. Air Corps 
Air Mail Pilot 
Air Mail Pilot 
Air Meil Pilot 


Cadet, Air Corps 
Cadet, Air Corps 
lst Lt. Air Corps 
Capt. Med. Corps 
Private, Air Corps 
Major, Air Corps 
lst Lt. Air Corps 
Lt. Marine Corps 
Licut. U.S. Navy 
Lieut. U.S. Navy 
A.M.M., U.S. Navy 
lst Lt. Air Corps 
Capt., Air Corps 
lst Lt. Air Corps 
Major, Air Corps 
end Lt. Air Corps 
Master Set. A.C. 


St. Louis, Mo. 
Wright Field, Ohio. 
Wright Field, Ohio. 


Selfridge Field, Mich. 
McCook Field, Dayton,0. 
Langley Field, Va. 
Langley Field, Va. 
Pensacola, Fla. 

McCook Field, Dayton,0O. 
McCook Field, Dayton,0O. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Baltimore, Md. 

dustin, Texas. 

Ottawa, Illinois. 
Eawaii 

Covell, Illinois. 
Eollywood Hills, Calif. 
Bowling Green, Ohio. 


Kelly Field, Texas. 
Kelly Field, Texas. 
Brooks Field, Texas. 
Brooks Field, Texas. 
Galveston, Texas. 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Bolling Field, D.C. 

San Diego, Calif. 
Augusta, Ga, 

Augusta, Ga. 

Champaign, Ill. 

Scott Field, Ill. 
Edwards, Miss. 
Reynoldsburgh, Ohio. 
Reynoldsburgh, Ohio. 
Reynoldsburgh, Ohio. 


Staff Sgt. Air Corps Reynoldsburgh, Ohio. 
lst Lt. Nat'l Guard Los Angeles, Calif. 


Capt. Med. Corps 
Civilian 

Lieut. A.C.Reserve 
Staff Sgt. A.C. 
ROTC Student 
Tech.Set. U.S.M.C. 
Civilian 

Major, Air Corps 
Lieut. U.S. Navy 
Cadet, Air Corps 
Cadet, Air Corps 
Lt. A.C. Reserve 
Radio Operator 
Radio Machinist 
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Los Angeles, Calif. 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Chamte Field, Ill. 
Camp McMurray, China. 
Grampion, Pa. 
Edgewood Arsenal, Md. 
San Diego, Calif. 
Kelly Field, Texas. 
Kelly Field, Texas. 
Norfolk, Va. 
Norfolk, Va. 
Norfolk, Va. 
V-5814,A.C. 








Date Nene Rank Place of Jump 





October 23 Charles R. Bowman. . sd Civilian 
December 12 George W. Hansen Cadet, Air Corps Brooks Field, Texas, 
1928 , wa. 

Jamary 22 Gene Althoff Civilian, A.C. Dayton, Ohio. 

February 15 Louis M. Bourne Major, Marine Corps Reidsville, Va. 

March 27 ' Walter C. Greene Licut. USN Reserve 

March 27 Sarmel G. Colwell. Lieut. USN Reserve 

April: & sarnett T. Talbott Lieut. U.S. Navy Washington, D.C. 

April 23 Douglas M. Swisher Cadet, Air Corps Kelly Field, Texas. 
Edward Dickson Civilian Dubuque, Iowa. 

May 27 Al Wilson © Civilian Hollywood, Calif. 

May 25 Stanley Umstead lst Lt. Air Corps Mitchel Field, N.Y, 

May Lawrence J. Carr lst Lt. Air Corps Clark Field, 9.1. 

May 31 Carl K. Wollanm Civilian . Westmoreland City,0. 

June 8 Maxwell Salfour ) lst Lt. Air Corps. Mitchel Field, N.Y, 
John A. McCormick) lst Lt. Sig. Corps Mitchel Field, ¥.y. 

- June 28 Lemuel T. Cleaves Ensign, U.S. Navy 
July 2 William L. Campbell Capt. A.C. Reserve Kansas City, Mo. 


As far as kmown, there are at present 80 living members of the Caterpillar 
Club,five of its members having died in subsequent airplane accidents, via: 
Set. Mix, Lieuts. J.Thad Johnson, E.E. Barksdale, C.L. Williams, Major Harold 
Geiger, one, Lieut. John W. MacKenzie, succumbing several days after his jum 
due to severe burns received when the plane in which he was a passenger caught 
fire in the air, and one, Captain Hawthorne C. Gray, meeting an untimely end 
during a free balloon altitude flight when he ascended higher than any human 
being. 

---000--- 


PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY OF LANDING FIELDS IN PANAMA 


Lieut. George C. McDonald, with Staff Sergeant George W. Edwards as 
photographer, and Lieut. Robert B. Williams as accompanying pilot, all of the 
Air Corps, and stationed at France Field, Panama Canal Zone, are engaged in 
making a photographic survey of all Panamanian landing fields, standard and 
potential. This project calls for a mosaic map and oblique photographs of each 
field, taken with a plane on the ground to indicate the best landing area, and 
the size of the area by comparison with the planc. 

The frequent storms provalent during the "wet season", which is now in full 
swing, are a great hindrance to the execution of these missions, but the work is 
progressing favorably in spite of climatic obstacles. 

---000--- 


A NEW SORT OF TROPHY IN THE AIR CORPS 


Recommendations have been made to the proper authorities, according to the 
News Letter Correspondent from France Field, Panama Canal Zone, for the transfer 
‘of the "fur-lined gaboon", last hold by Major Paul Bock for landing an amphibian 
plane on the airdrome with the wheels up, to lst Lieut. Clarence Welch. No 
definite information is at hand indicating the exact nature of this trophy, 
decoration, prize, or what have you, but we havo our suspicions. 

Licut, Welch won the right to the custody of the sacred treasure by going 
up on a radio mission and trying to tune in his set, equipped with only an 
ordinary helmet. His romarks as he landed were to the effect that he had at last 
found a way to absolutely wash out spark-plug interfercnce. He stated that the 
set. was tho quictest he had ever heard. The transfer of the covetod trophy will 
be accomplished with the usual ceremonies. 

~--000--- 


RETIREMENT OF SERGEANT HARRY JOWETT 


Members of the 7th Observation Squadron, France Field, Panama Canal Zone, 
bemoan the loss of First Sergeant Harry Jowott who is about to go on the retired 
list. The News Letter Correspondent states: "For thirty years he (Sergeant 
Jowett) has given his bost to the Army, and he has honorably won the right to 
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rest. His retirement will cause a hole in the outfit that will be hard to fill. 
By his untiring efforts and efficiont work he has set a standard for the other 
Noncommissioned Officers to follow. The organization wishes him long life and 
happiness, and will always remember him with pride." 

wun QOGiwemas 


WEST POINT CADETS FLY IN BOMBARDMENT PLANES 


During two weeks in the month of June, 300 West Point Cadets reported for 
training in Bombardment planes at Langley Field, Va. These missions were flown 
successfully. 

During the second week of the stay of the Cadets at Langley, a mmber of 
flights were made by personnel of the 19th Airship Company for the purpose of 
demonstrating to them lightor-~than-air aviation. Previous to the flights, Capt. 
Charles P. Clark took the cadets ‘through the hangars and shops, explaining the 
functions of the various departments. The News Letter Correspondent expresses 
the hope that the Cadets will be back again next year. 

-~-000--- 


PISTOL SHOOTING IN THE PANAMA CANAL ZONE 


In a pistol match recently held at France Field, Panama Canal Zone, and in 
which eight teams competed, the France Field Pistol Team, composed of Lieuts. 
Crocker and Williams, Sergeants Sorenson and Lucy, and Private Kerner, drew 
second place. The scores of the contestants follow. 





Team Score 
Geewwewes GO Game . ct tt th th hh 472.6 
CO ee 
eee ee er 
| eee 
OS eee a ae ae ee ke 
Cristobal Police. .......... =. 459.55 
a a - - 458.18 
Were UMAR 2 kk te tts 458 .12 


The individual high ¢ soores eo to. Lieut. Jones, Fort Davis, C.Z., with an 
average of 9&.23; Mr. Girkout, Cristobal Gun Club, with 98.13; and Licut. 
Crocker, France Ficld, with 97.73. The match was considered to be the best 
ever held on the Isthms of Panama. 

--=-000-—= 


CHIEF OF STAY INSPECTS THE BOSTON AIRPORT 


General Summerall, Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, recently paid a visit to Bosto 
and with General Preston Brown and Lieut. Donald G. Duke inspected personnel, 
buildings and equipment. General Summerall was much pleased and somewhat sur- 
prised at the amount of work being accomplished at the Airport with such a limited 
number of men, 

According to the News Letter Correspondent, the General was, however, not so 
elated about the congested condition of the flying area, which is really too 
small considering the mamber of ships flying from the Airport. There are between 
40 and 50 planes at the field, besides many visiting planes every day. General 
Summerall stated that great credit is duo the Commanding Officer and Army person- 
nel on duty at the Boston Airport, upon whom falls the responsibility for safo- 
guarding the operations of all these airplanes and for the efficiency he noted 
in the safe flying and few accidents under such conditions in a small and 
cramped area. 

---000--=- 


DEPARTURE OF MAJOR ARNOLD FROM MARSHALL FIELD 


A great deal of regret has been e@pressed at Marshall Field, Fort Riley, 
Kansas, from all quarters due to the departure of Major H.H. Arnold, who has 
been in command of the 16th Observation Squadron since April, 1926. Says the 
News Letter Correspondent - "We believe it is safe to say that Major Arnold has 
built up the Squadron to such a point that the efficiency is nowhere surpassed, 
and probably not equalled by any other squadron in the country. We hope,however, 
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to see the Major often, since he will be stationed at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
for one year with the General Staff School. 
---000--- 


PURSUITERS IN PHILIPPINES HANDY WITH THE PISTOL 


The 3rd Pursuit Squadron, stationed at Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg, P.I., 
finished the dismounted pistol course with an excellent record, due largely to 
the patience of Lieut. Crawford, the instructor. With a total enlisted strength 
of 117 men, 113 fired the course without interference with other activities. The 
quelification order shows that 39 made expert, 28 sharpshooter and 37 marksman; 
total qualifying, 104, "This record," says the News Letter Correspondent, "is 
typical of the way our men go after everything they do. Since about a year ago 
when we put manually operated water release valves on our PW's, we have not had 
a forced landing. Considering the fact that every officer takes the air every 
morning, except Sunday, this is the kind of a record that gives a pilot confi- 
dence in his ship and crew." 

~--000--- 


MAPPING OPERATIONS IN THE PHILIPPINES 


The 6th Photo Section, Air Corps, completed a large mapping project of the 
northeastern coast of Iuzon during the month of May. Two DH planes. and one 
Martin Lomber took off from Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., at 9:00 a.m, May end, 
and arrived at Aparri at 12:15 p.m. The »ersonnel were as follows: Lieuts. 
Goddard and Wells, Master Sergeant Kelly, pilots; Technical Sergeant Stockwell 
and Staff Sergeant Tatterson, photographers; Corporal Budsink&i and Private 
Covington, mechanics. Mr. LaVoy, of the Pathe News, accompanied the expedition, 
and Mr. Yost, of the Bureau of Lands, joined them at Aparri. 

Clouds hung over the mountains contimally which tended to retard the 
progress of the work to a considerable extent. Lieuts. Goddard and Wells, fly- 
ing the photo planes, mapped approximately 3,000 square miles of the northeast 
coast and vicinity. Mr. LaVoy obtained some valuable air and ground movies. 

After returning from a three-hour flight with Master Sergeant Kelly in the 
Martin Bomber, Mr. Yost stated that he had seen more of this territory than he 
would see in fifteen years of normal observation. 

The expedition returned May 15th, and a good lot of tropical experience was 
had by all. One of the most difficult operations experienced was taking a 
shower bath with a tomato can. 

' m--000--- 


NO PLACE LIKE THE GOOD OLD U.S.A. 


The little bit of interesting information comes to us that Mess Sergeant 
Wirth, Air Corps, a member of the 4th Composite Group Detachment, stationed at 
Camp Nichols, Philippine Islands, has applied for transfer to the States after 
fifteen years in the Philippines. Our Correspondent asks ~- "What is the matter, 
Sergeant, are you getting homesick?" : 

Let's see: 15 years agm was back in the good old days. What a flood of 
pleasant recollections they bring to mind! Traffic cops were practically non- 
existent; the workman carried his dinner pail to his place of toil - now he 
drives his car; Walter Johnson, Tris Speaker and Ty Cobb were in their prime; 
free lunch counters were liberally patronized; that American institution, the 
hot dog, only set one back a jitney; staying up until the wee hours of the 
morning to tune.in distance through a lot of static was undreamed of; Lindbergh 
was probably playing leap frog with his kid playmates on the back lot; it didn't 
require a year's savings to spend two or three days at an ocean resort - but why 
go on? : 

We can imagime the Sergeant exclaiming, upon touching his native soil again, 
"My! -How things have changed! Not being personally acquainted with him, however, 
we don't know whether some of the words of that once popular song "He walked 
right in, turned around and walked right out again," would apply in his case. 
On the other hand, however, fifteen years from now we may be, if we live 

that long, look back on the goold old days of the present. 
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PHOTOGRAPHING SOME ROUGH SCENERY IN PHILIPPINES 


For the purpose of photographing the rough and unexplored region in the 
vicinity of Casiguran Bay, Island of Imzon, P.I., three amphibians, with Lieuts. 
Goddard and Wells, of Camp Nichols, and Lieuts. Watkins, Patrick, Technical Set. 
Lee and Private Nichols, of Kindley Field, took off from Camp Nichols recently. 
The course was east over the mountains to the coast, thence north along the 
coast line to the odjective, where a landing was made in the Bay. While float- 
ing in the Bay, awaiting the arrival of the boat which was to be the headquar- 
ters for Lieuts. Goddard and Wells, the party was entertained by the contimous 
chatter of monkeys from the forest that skirted the shore. Lieut. Goddard did 
his best to reply in their native language, and it was quite a monkey business. 

Iunch was had aboard the boat, and the two planes piloted by Lieuts. 
Watkins and Patrick returned to Corregidor. Heavy rains around Polillo Island 
necessitated a change in course involving sixty miles above rough mountainous 
country. The mountains are precipitous, densely wooded and of about 4,000 feet 
altitude. Landslides and other evidences of earthquakes were clearly visible. 

Lieut. Patrick had the thrill of his life when just over the divide his 
motor cut out intermittently and contimed to grow worse. He landed at Nichols 
with a sigh of relief to find both heads full of oil and one connection loose. 
Vince Meloy's description of the same country, from his own prior experience, 
cannot be printed. 

---000--- 


TWO MORE MEMBERS JOIN THE CATERPILLAR CLUB Y 


Elsewhere in this issue of the News Letter there appears an article on 
the Caterpillar Club, wherein a tabulation is included of the membership of this 
organization of airmen who owe their lives to the efficiency of the paracmte. 
Since this article was mimeographed word has come that two more flyers were 
"let down easy" from plane to ground. 

While flying cross-country near San Juan Capistrano, Calif., Flying Cadet 
William R. Shephard, undergoing training at the Primary Flying School at March 
Field, Riverside, Calif., encountered dense fog between two high mountain 
ranges. With no visible way of getting out, he decided to let his DH contime 
the trip by itself. Stepping over the side of the cockpit, he pulled the rip 
cord of his chute and made a safe landing from an altitude of 400 feet. 

On July 19th Flicht Licut. E. E. Ewen, of the Naval Air Station,Pensacola, 
Fla., was saved from death by his parachmte when he leaped from his Curtiss 
Hawk plane, after its tail mntrols had been carried away in a collision with a 
plane piloted by Lieut. T.J. McQuade, of the U.S. Marine Corps. The planes 
were flying in formation maneuvers. Lieut. Ewen landed safely a half mile from 
where his plane crashed in the Frisco Railway yards. Lieut. McQuado's plane 
was not damaged, and he landed safely at Corry Field. 

The score at this writing is 94 life-saving jumps and 89 lives saved, five 
jumps being repeaters. 

-~--000--- 


GUNNERY EXPEDITION OF ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL STUDENTS 


Under the command of Major Clarence L. Tinker, Air Corps, 23 permanent 
officers, 28 student officers and 27 Flying Cadets left Kelly Field recently 
for the gunnery expedition at Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, held every four 
months. 

Although three weeks were the contemplated duration of the expedition, mos? 
of the work was accomplished within two weeks, and everyone but the bombardment 
instructors and student personnel returned to Kelly Field after a stay of 14 
days. 

On the third day of ground target firing, an enlisted man who was working 
on a ground target was shot in the leg by Cadet Pirtle. The latter failed to 
observe that the red flag was up and dived upon the target. He had fired seven 
shots before he saw that the range was closed for firing. The victim of the 
accident was shot just above the ankle, the bullet breaking both bones of his 
leg. He was brought to San Antonio the following day in the airplane ambulance 
and is now rapidly recovering. 

The Pursuit Section of the Gunnery Expedition suffered the loss of two of 
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their AT-4's when Cadet Brown pulled ‘itp from a target and cut the tail off Lt, 
Tull's plane. Fortunately, both planes were near the ground when the accident 
Occurred. Tull's plane, out of control, turned over on its back and crashed 
into the ground. Brown's ship fell into the ground on a wing. The wing took 
the shock and Brown was only slightly injured. Tull, however, was seriously 
injured, and for some time there was doubt as to his recovery. He is at this 
time out of danger and will gradmate with his class. 
---000--- 


REST ROOM FOR AVIATORS AT THE CARLTON HOTEL 


For the convenience of Arry and Navy aviation officers visiting Washington, 
the Carlton Hotel at 15th and K Streets, N.%., has equipped two rooms at the 
hotel as rest rooms. One of these rooms is to be equipped with chairs,lounges, 
reading material, weathor maps and other acronautical data. The other room wil] 
be equipped as a writing room. The Carlton Hotel has extended an invitation to 
all visiting Air Corps officers to make this place their headquarters while in 
Washington. This will make an oxcellent place for officers, when’ in town for 
only a day or two, to mect their friends and transact their business. There wil 
also be bathrooms for the use of officers desiring to change their clothes. 

In addition to this, the Carlton Hotel has offered a 25% discount on rooms 
oad officers. Under this arrangement, rooms with bath may be obtained from 

4,25 up. 

All Air Corps officers desiring to take advantage of this opportunity, 
should present their identification cards. These have been sent out to all dir 
Corps officers by the Carlton Hotel. In the event that any officer has not re- 
ceived his card, application therefor should be made to Mr. Clem W. Gerson, 
Manager, Carlton Hotel, 16th and K Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C. 

---000--— 


AIRMEN SWIM THROUGH SHARK-INFESTED WATERS 


Lieuts. Watkins and Technical Sergeant James Lee, pilots, with Captain 
White and Lieut. Park Holland, recently left Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I., 
via amphibians, for CGulion and Mindoro. Dr. Wade, Laboratory Chief of Culion, 
and Dr. Victor Heiser, Far Eastern Representative of the Rockefeller Foundation, 
filled the vacant seats. After a two-hour trip the Island of Culion came into 
view. 

The Leper Colony being duly inspected and the luncheon provided by Dr. 
Wade demolished, a fishing trip was planned, but a superabundance of water in 
the Imll of Lieut. Watkins' plane changed the plans. After taking aboard a 
thirty-pound Tanguini and leaving Dr. Wade at Culion, the party shoved off for 
Mindoro. Bodging rainstorms, Lieut. Watkins, with Dr. Heiser and Captain White, 
made a landing on Sinclair Field at Mindoro. Sergeant Lee and Lieut. Holland 
were not so lucky, however, for they came to rest as darkness fell, just off 
St. Augustine Beach, without gas. They claim that swimming 150 yards in the 
dark through shark-infested waters has a thrill all its own. At 10:00 p.m., 
clad in BVD's, they joined the rest of the party some miles away for a late 
dinner. Next day, after some stirring events culminating in the pumping of a 
ton of water from the anchored ship, a quick return was made to Corregidor. 


ncaa gainer 
TWO NEW AIRPORTS DEDICATED IN CALIFORNIA. 


A formation of planes, with Lieuts. Chandler, Pitts, Lawrence and Davies, 
of March Field, Riverside, Calif., as pilots, flew to Brawley, Calif., recently 
to participate in the dedication of a new airport at that city. Another forma- 
tion from March Ficld, with Captain Davidson and Lieuts. Kincaid, Hornsby and 
Patrick as pilots, assisted in the opening of the new airport at Bakersfield, 
Calif. ; 

Captain Quinn and Lieuts. Liggett and Henry were mombers from March Field 
who participated in an aerial exhibition at Crissy Field, Presidio of San 
Francisco, Calif., for the benefit of the Army Rolief Association. 
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~~ RADIO EXPFRIMENTS ON AIRSHIPS 
By Scott Field Correspondent. 


Radio experiments on airships during the past year have met with consider= 
able success. Previous experience with Signal Corps sets demonstrated the feas- 
ibility of excellent transmission, but no results were obtained for reception, 
the principal trouble being interference caused by the motor ighition. During 
the past year, however, with the cooperation of the local Atwater Kent represen~ 
tatives, the Brown-Hall Supoly Company, satisfactory results were obtained in 
reception aboard airships with an Atwater-Kent, Model 50, shielded seven tube 
set. The installation in its present form is crude, but it has proven very 
satisfactory. 

Some of the troubles which were encountered in the first experiments were 
traced out, and it was discovered that by the use of a ten-foot counterpoise and 
100 to 125 feet of aerial trailing from opposite sides of the ship and insulated 
from the ship by means of rubber mats, practically all of the interference from 
the motor ignition was eliminated. 

The airship had been fairly bonded before the experiments were made, and a 
Navy Type reel with a special bracket to fasten the reels to the side of the 
ship was used, but interference was picked up through the wood of the ship and 
the reel and brought into the set. This interference was eliminated by insulat- 
ing the bracket from the wooden side of the car by a rubber mat. The set and 
batteries were placed in one container and suspended from the sides of the ship 
by shock absorbers. Further vibration of the tubes was prevented by the use of 
caps with kapok pads surrounding each group of tubes. Practically all of the 
experiments were conducted on the TC type of ship and no attempt was made to 
transmit from the local station until the principal difficulties of reception 
were eradicated. With the use of ear phones commercial broadcast was received 
from Cincinnati, Chicago, Des Moines and other stations of equal distance during 
afternoon flights. The most distant stations came in very powerfully. Later on 
communication was established from the ground to the ship with the use of the 
SCR 134, and perfect reception was experienced. The head phones were placed on 
the altitude pilot's head and the ship controlled without a single failure and 
with no repetition of orders from the radio laboratory on the field. 

The set was also used on the semi-rigid airship, RS-1, with a loud speaker 
and operated in conjunction with an SCR-134. Communication was established and 
conducted for three or four hours on one flight and no trouble was experienced 
by members of the crew in the control cabin in hearing every word broadcasted 
from the station. The reception at the station was very satisfactory also. 

Further experiments are contemplated elong these lines and refinement of 
the installation will be effected principally to cut dow the weight involved. 
Experiments to be conducted in the future will determine the practicability of 
the set for use in tactical work. 

It is also proposed to experiment with the standard Signal Corps sets and 
apply the results of our experiments with the Atwater.Kent sets with the hope of 
eradicating some of the present difficulties now experianced in the use of stan- 
dard Signal Corps equipment. 

The conculsions reached at present indicate that a shielded set is most 
desirable and that the use of counterpoise, rather than a ground which has been 
used previously will give more satisfactory results. 

The hearty and willing cooperation of the Atwater Kent representatives and 
engineers have contributed largely to the success of the experiments. 

---000--- 


FORD RELIABILITY TOURISTS VISIT SAN ANTONIO 


Saturday afternoon, July 7th, marked the arrival at Winburn Field, the 
municipal airport of San Antonio, of the contestants in the National Air Tour 
(the Ford Reliability Tour). Saturday and Sunday were gala days for aviation in 
San Antonio, the populace turning out in crowds to give these redoubtable flyers 
an enthusiastic and demonstrative welcome during their stop at the Alamo City. 
The San Antonio Air Denot is glad to have been of such assistance as was possibli 
for it to extend in connection with this event. Among other officers represent~ 
ing the military, on the official Reception Committee which grected the Tour, 
Was the Commanding Officer at the Depot, Lieutenant-Colonel Mars. On the fore- 
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noon of Saturday, the 7th, Lieut. Frank B. Tyndall, A.C., of Langley Field, par. 
ticipating in the Tour in an Army Fokker Tri-motored Monoplane, notified the 
San Antonio Depot by wire of his requirement of several items of equipment and 
repair for his plane. As he arrived late Saturday afternoon, this necessitated 
rapid action and special cvertime effort on the part of the Depot (being a civil- 
ian Post). On Sunday morning, a special forde of Depot personnel swung into 
the job and completed it, so that on Monday morning, the 9th, Lieut. Tyndall 
Was enabled to continue on the Tour in due time. 

---000--- 


AIR CORPS TECHNICAL CONSTRUCTION AND HOUSING 


A total sum of $4,144,000 is at present available, $1,300,000 from Fiscal 
Year 1928 appropriations and $2,844,000 from Fiscal Year 1929 appropriations for 
the construction of barracks and quarters, warehouses, hangars, shops, etc., at 
seven Air Corps fields. The allotment of funds for construction work at March 
Field, Riverside, Calif., exceeds that of any for the other fields. Contracts 
have already been placed for the construction at this field of 7 hangars, ware- 
houses and shop buildings; two double barracks for 600 men each; four scts of 
field officers' quarters; thirty-two company officers' quarters and thirty-six 
garages. Bids on the remeining officers' quarters will be advertised at a later 
date. The construction at March Field will be of stucco and tile type of 
architecture so popular and satisfactory in that part of the country. The work 
is to be wndertaken in the carly part of July and will be completed during the 
Fiscal Year 1929, 

Although funds are available to undertake the construction work at Bolling 
field, D.C., no work will be stearted pending the acquisition of a new site, 

The construction work contemplated for Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., 
will conform in general with the type of permanent construction now existing 
at that post. 

The construction scheduled at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., and 
Mitchel Field, Long Island, New York, will follow in general the type of per- 
manent construction completed or in process of completion at these places. 

Items mking up the total sum of $4,144,000, referred to above, are listed 
below, as follows; 























March Field, Calif:: Selfridge Field, Mich.:; 
2 Barracks of 300 men each $550,000 5 sets Officers Quarters 72,000 
60 sets officers! quarters 750,000 Hospital 100 , 006 
Photographic laboratory 36,000 6 Hongars 237 ,000 
Bolling Field, D.C.; 1 field shop 81,000 
1 Barracks for 300 men 240,000 1 Headquarters Building 20,006 
Supply Warehouse 38,000 1 Operations Building 20,00¢ 
Adninistration Building 42,000 1 Rscio Puilding 10,00¢ 
Albrook Field, Panana: 1 Parnciute Building 10,000 
Barracks for 650 men 560,000 Mitchoi Field, L.I.: 
26 Sets Officers' Quarters 400, 000 2 Hangars 7S , 000 
17 sets married noncomnissioned 1 Field Shop 81,000 
officers! quarters 126, 000 1 Field Warehouse | 38,009 
Maxwell Field, Alabama; Headquarters Building 20,900 
3 sets Officers! Quarters 40,000 Operations Building 20,900 
Rockwoll Ficld, Calif; Radio Building 10,000 
Barracks for 300 men 240,000 Parachute 2uilding 10, 000 
13 sets Married N.C.O. quarters 78,000 Photo Laboratory 36 ,00C 
16 sets Officers' Quarters 200,000 
---000--- 


PARACHUTE JUMPING AT MARCH FIELD 


Six live parachute jumps were made recently by the members of the Paracimte 
Department at March Field, Riverside, Calif. Dropping over the side of PI-d 
planes from an altitude of 2,000 feet, all men made safe landings on the flying 
field. Those who participated in the jumps were: Sergeant G.W. Wehling, Corp. 
B. Wetzorke, Privates Boots, Graham, Hansen and Lantz. ; 
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DEVELOPMENT OF SAFETY DEVICES FOR FLYING 


Six radio beacons are soon to be installed at as many Army Air Corps Fields, 
as aids to pilots who fly in fog or thick weather, according to Assistant Secre- 
tary of War, F. Trubee Davigon, who has just returned to Washington following an 
inspection trip which included the Army Air Corps laboratories at Dayton. 

"Within the next few months we hope to have installed and in use no less | 
than six radio beacon stations in this country besides one in Panama and one in 
Havaii", said Mr. Davison. "These beacons will be at San Francisco, California; 
§an 4ntonio, Texas; Uniontown, Pennsylvania; Dayton, Ohio; Mitchel Field, Long 
Islant; and Washington, D.C, Six beacons will provide several combinations of 
airwayt that will be undisturbed by clouds and proof against fog. The beam of 
the radin beacon can, like a searchlight, be throm in any direction and can be 
made in lengths that vary from less than 100 to nearly 2,000 miles. 

"The radio beacon sends three signals which run parallel to each other like 
fingers extended from a hand. When the pilot is on his exact course he hears 
the letter ‘f'. If he swings to the right or left, it changes to 'N' or 'A'. 

In other words, if the weather is such that he cannot see, the pilot flies by 
ear. <Any plane equipped with a radio set can hear these signals. The pilot 
néed not even be an expert because the code, once heard, is easily remembered. 
On my visit tc Dayton, I flow on the radio beacon and the steady 'T' buzz-z was 
easily recognized from the two other signals. 

"Army Air Corps engineers are doing all they can to lessen the handicaps of 
pilots who fly in bad weather. Two important experiments in that connection are 
the new landing altimeter and a system of leader cables. The new altimeter 
differs from the old time instrument in that it gives the exact distance between 
plane and ground objects. The value of this new height recording device becomes 
apparent when one considers the fix in which pilots have often found themselves 
when flying or in trying to land in fog or at night. It must be remembered that 
the old time altimeter works by atmospheric pressure. Its zero is a sea level 
dut a pilot who flies 1,000 feet above that level may actually have only 50 
feet clearance between himself and tree tops in high and rolling country. The 
value of the capacity altimeter is that it tells the pilot exactly how far he 
is above ground objects. Lift one of these new instruments above a desk and it 
records exactly the height at which it is held susrended. This instrument is 
still highly experimental but I believe that it points in the right direction 
toward defeating fog ~- the arch enemy of aviation. 

"Experiments are also being conducted with the 'leacer! cable, a devide de- 
signed to reduce dangers in bad weather landings. It has been used in Europe 
and it is now being tested by Army Air Corps engineers. The leader cable is a 
series of wires that radiate from the center of the airport like spokes from a 
Wheel. Each cable or spoke sends, at various intervals, signals informing the 
pilot who is about to make a landing, how to govern his cescent and even tells 
him when to put his wheels on the ground." 

Mr. Davison expressed himself as thoroughly satisfied with the results of 
his inspection trip, which covered several middle and northwestern states and 
included visits to a number of Regular Army Air Corps stations, as well as 
fields used by National Guard and Army Air Corps Reserve aviators. 

"The new planes used by National Guard and Reserve pilots", hé continued, 
"in place of the antiquated and dangerous 'Jennies'-~ all of which were elimi» 
nated last year -- are proving highly satisfactory and have done much toward 
increasing the morale among the members of these highly important units of our 
air defenses. Another feature that impressed me deeply is the progress made 
toward improving housing conditions for Army Air Corps pilots and enlisted per~ 
sonnel. Old quarters that were hardly fit to be occupied by human beings are 
giving way to modern and comfortable buildings, although there is still a long 
way to go." 

As a result of his trip, which was made by air and which covered more than 
4,000 miles, Mr. Davison plans to have all Army pilots participate in a nation- 
wide drive to urge localities to mark the roofs of buildings so that they may be 
identified from the air. 

"Splendid airports are being built throughout the country", Mr. Davison 
observed, "and municipalities are doing all they can to encourage aviation, but 
the one respect in which they are falling behind is in markings, by means of 
Which a pilot may know exactly where he is. I intend to ask all Army flyers, 
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Regular as well as National Guard and Reserve, to aid the Department of Commerce 
in its efforts to make flying easier for pilots by means of city. markings. It 
is highly important that this be done." 

---000--- 


ARMY PILOT HAS STRENUOUS. FLIGHT THROUGH STORM 


Lieut. George R. Geer, stationed at Langley Field, Va., recently landed at 
Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, after battling several storms en route. 
Towards the end of his flight and when only a few miles out from Manhattan, Kansar 
he was caught in the midst of the most severe storm of his experience. The visi- 
bility was very poor, and he was compelled to fly only about 200 feet above the 
trees. At one time a downward current caught the ship and sent it right into 
the tree tops. Lieut. Geer gave the engine full throttle and pointed the nose 
of the plane upward, but without effect. He finally headed directly into the 
wind and landed without rolling a foot. He then opened the throttle wide and 
taxied up to a row of trees, where the ship was sheltered from the wind, and 
telephoned to Marshall Field for help to keep the ship from blowing over. 

---000--- 


AVIATION INFORMATION BUREAU AT LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 


The Little Rock Chamber of Commerce recently instituted and placed in opera- 
tion an Aviation Information Bureau. The service which this bureau hopes to 
render is not restricted to Litile Rock, but is intended to cover the entire 
State, and it is hoped to make it a clearing house of information where pilots, 
owners of planes and individuals and communities interested in the development 
of airports cen secure definite information. 

A questionnaire was cent out to various cities in Arkansas asking for infor- 
mation with reference to their present facilities and contemplated developments, 
especially with reference to airports. In connection with the operation of the 
Information Bureau, an Advisory Committee is being organized, comprised largely 
of experienced pilots and expert operators, who will lend their services gratis 
to any city or community contemplating the construction of an airport. 

---000--- 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: 2nd Lieut. Richard E. Cobb from Boston Airport, 
Boston, Mass., to Selfridge Field, Mich. 

lst Lieut. Charles McK. Robinson, March Field, Cal., to Fort Benning, Ga., 
noti#ater than Sept. 14th for duty as student, Advanced Officers! course, 
Infantry School. 

lst Lieut. Wm. L. Scott, Jr., from Walter Reed General Hospital, Washington, 
to Fitzsimmons General Hospital, Denver, Colo., for observation and treatment. 

Capt. Floyd E. Galloway, Selfridge Field, Mich., to<Washington,“D:C., for 
duty in’ Office of Assistant Secretary of War. 

lst Lieut. Lawrence J. Carr to Selfridge Field, Mich., upon completion of 
tour in the Philippines. 

lst Lieut. Edwin R. Page from Walter Reed General Hospital to his station 
at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Capt. Neal Creighton from Walter Reed General Hospital to his station at 
Scott Field, Ill. 

2nd Lieut. Rowland Kieburtz, Scott Field, I11., to Army and Navy General 
Hospital, Hot Springs, Ark., for observation and treatmént. 

Promotions: Ist Lieut. Philip Schneeberger to Captain, with rank from 
June 27, 1928. 

lst Lieut. Karl S. Axtater to Captain, with rank from July 13, 1928. 

Resignation: Capt. Robert Gilpin Ervin, effective August 5, 1928. 

Detailed to the Air: Corps and to Brooks Field, Nov. lst for training: 

2nd Lieut. John M. Reynolds, Infantry. 

2nd Lieut. James P. Hill, Infantry. 

Reserve Officers to active duty to June 30, 1929: 

lst Lieut. Alfred Eli Pratt, San Antonio, to Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

lst Lieut. Grant Cecil Melvin, Columbus, Ohio, to Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
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2nd Lieut. Joel George Pitts, Oklahoma City, Okla., to Post Field, Okla. 

end Lieut. Hansford W. Pennington's Tour of duty at Fort Crockett extended. 

Relieved from detail to Air Corps: 

end Lieut. Theodore Kalakuka assigned to Fort Brown, Texas, with l2th Cav. 
---000--- 





CHANUTE FIELD MAY BE AIR MAIL TERMINAL 
2 

Hopes are expressed by residents of Rantoul, I11., and vicinity that Chanute 
Field may become an air mail terminal in the near future, because of the advan- 
tages of the new night lighting system being installed there at a cost of 
$13,500. Chanute Field is not now on any of the present air mail routes, but 
rumors from the Department of Commerce infer that night lighting is becoming 80 
necessary that routes may be shifted to include those facilities in some places, 
and that night lighting will be installed in others. 

Mcre and more commercial planes are landing at the field from week to week, 
the most regular visitors being the Stinson-Detroiter cabin monoplanes of the 
Mid-South Air Lines. Planes belonging to this company ply their passenger and 
commercial trade between Memphis, Tenn., and other points in the South, and 
Chicago, and not e week passes but that two or more of the ships land at Chanute. 

-~-000--~ . 


SECRETARY DAVISON PAYS BRIEF VISIT TO CHANUTE FIELD. 


The Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War, recently paid a 
brief visit to Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., landing at 11:00 o'clock and 
departing at 12:30 for Selfridge Ficld, Mich. Mr. Davison,was returning to 
Washington from his annual inspection tour of the airports and encampments in 
the Middle West. 

The pilot of the Secretary's plane, a tri-motored Fokker cabin monoplane, 
was Capt. Ira C. Eaker. A mechanic was the only other occupant of the plane. 
During the brief stop at Chanute Field the plane was refueled and minor re- 
pairs were made to an instrument. The Secretary lunched with Lieut.-Col. Seth W, 
Cook, Commanding Officer of Chenute Field, and Major W.C. McChord, Executive 
Officer and former Commanding Officer. 

~--000--- 


R.O.1.C. STUDENTS IN TRAINING AT CRISSY FIELD 


Since the middle of June, 38 R.0.T.C. students have been undergoing train- 
ing at Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Cal. Five planes were used on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thrusday and Friday of each week for acrial instruction of 
these students. Half days are devoted to aerial work and the balance of the 


day is used for ground instruction. . 
~---000-—-~ 


NEW HANGAR FOR NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN OF CLEVELAND 


Seven Army airmen recently swooped down on the new National Guard Hangar at 
the Cleveland, Ohio, Airport and began a series of acrobatics and aerial work 
never before witnessed over a field in that locality. Ten thousand people watch- 
ed this Selfridge Field Pursuit Squad'on put on their show, which marked the ded.. 


ication of the new hangar of the 112th Obs. Squadron,37th Division,State of Ohio. 
Visiting pilots from Wright Field, Chanute Field, the Michigan, Indiana 
and Illinois State Squadrons also participated in the show, and all seven ships 


-of the 112th were kept busy taking visitors up for rides. 


The new hangar is of brick and steel construction, 70 x 120 feet. Storage 
Space is available for 12 planes, and large space is allotted for a parts departe 
ment, repair, supply,etc. A two story building adjoins the hangar to the north 
and houses the administrative offices, work rooms, radio room, engineering 700m, 
heating plant and officers! and enlisted men's lockers and showers. In the’ 
rear of the hangar is a building 45 x 100 ft.,erected with funds subscribed by 
the Chamber of Commerce and contributing members, which contains the photograph~ 
ic unit and Medical detachment. 

One hundred acres on the southern edge of the municipal field donated by 
the City of Cleveland, is being improved and rolled for exclusive use of the 
112th Squadron and visiting pilots. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS FOR OFFICERS AT 
SANTA MONICA, CALIF. 


Officers visiting Santa Monica, California, will be interested in 


learning that the new Hotel Carmel, recently opened in that city, will grant 
all U.S. officers a special disccunt on rooms. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS. -~- 
| 





Langley Field, Ya., July 11th. 


49th Pombardment Squadron. Seven. N3S-1 airplanes from this squadron left 
on June 13th for Kelly Fieid, Texas, via Pepe Field, Augusta, Ga., Maxwell Field, 
Monroe, La., ard Dallas, Texas. Three other N3BS-1 airpianes from the 96th Bombar 
ment Squadron also participated in the fTiight. The ten airplanes landed at Keily 
Fieid on June idth. The airplanes were perwanently transferred to Kelly Field. 

On June 12th three 43-5 end two LE-5-4 aivpianes were transferred to this 
squadron. One NbS-1 airnlane, which was awaiting transfer to Middletown Air 
Depot for major overhaul, was transferred to that station on June 20th. 

While training West Foint Cadets, an LB-5-A airplane, piloted by 2nd Lieut. 
H.A. Wheaton, A.C., lost the left hand rudder and vertical stabilizer while in 
the air. The altituds at which the airplane was flying at the time was suffi- 
cient to permit a glide to the airdrome where a landing was made. The rudder 





‘was picxed up by fishermen and returned to the squadron on the same date. 


The squadron flying time for the month of June was 79 hours. 

The folicwing Air Corps Reserve officers were relieved from duty with this 
squadron on June 30th, on which date they reverted to inactive status: 

Capt. C.R. Blake; lst Lieuts. E.H. Bassett, E.H. Holterman; end Lieuts. 
F.G. Richardson and D.H. Stuart. 

enc. Liscut. H.A. Wheaton, A.C., was assigned to duty with this squadron on 
June 20th, 

96%n Bombardment Squadron. The 96th Bombardment Squadron has been on the 
Pistol Range for the past week. The highest score, 93.6, was made hy Sergeant 
Kirkpatrick. 

end Lieut. 0.P. Hebert, A.C., pilot, and Cpl. Glass, mechanic, made a 
navigation and training flight to Miller Field, N.Y., on July 3rd and returned 
on the 6th. 

19th Airship Company. On July 2nd, Colonel C G. Hall, of the Army War 
College, and Yxjor J.D, Reardan, of the Chief's Office, made two training 
flights in the TC-10-254. 

Orders were reccived from the Chief's Office attaching lst Lieut. R.P. 
Williams to this organization for flying duty only. He is at present on tem- 
porary duty at the U.S. Naval Academy, where he is tating the course in Aero- 
logy. Lieut. Williams made three training flights with us on July end and 3rd. 

On July 3rd, the TC-.5-251 made a demonstration flight over the Nansemond 
River and Chuckatuck Creek Bridges as part of the program, celebrating the open- 
ing of the Bridges. 

Two special observation flights were made on July 5th, for the Post Flight 
Surgeons, Major B.B. Warriner, Capt. I.F. Peak and Capt. H.S. Steenburg. 

On the 27th a special observation and coast patrol flight over Fort Monroe, 
Fort Eustis and the Coast Line of the Peninsula was made for Major Stratemeyer, 
Air Corps, who was in charge of the West Foint Cadets at Langley Field. 

Our Baseball Team continues on in its winning way, defeating two old rivals 
last week in the Hampton A's and the Yorktown Marines. The Marines defeated 
the strong Apprentice Team the previous day by the score of 5 to 1. This gives 
us the series with the Marines two games to one. A game was played with the 
Langley Post Team Monday, but the 19th didn't seem to have the dash and pep that 
Characterized their play throughout the season and they lost out in the final 
inning. The score was 6 to 3. 








Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas. 





Things are beginning to look even more lively for Marshall Field with the 
two classes of Air Corps Reserve Officers who will get their summer training at 
this station. We are all set for the classes, however, and we feel that the 
Reserve Officers will be well talen care of, and will get quite a bit of flying 
as well as other training that will make them more efficient officers. 

Seven officers reported to this station for one year's tour of active duty, 
viz: . ‘ 








lst Lt. Melville C. Robinson, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 
lst Lt. Guy F. Hix, Dayton, Ohio. 

end Lt. Wm. Erickson, Omaha, Nebr. 

end Lt. D.E. Broughton, Venango, Nebr. 

2nd Lt. Robert E-L, Pirtle, Council Grove, Kansas. 
end Lt. R.R. Walker, New Kirk, Okla. 

end Lt. Ralph 0. Brownfield, Winfield, Kansas. 

The four last named officers have just been graduated from the Advanced 
Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas. 

The pilots who are on detached service at Superior, Wisconsin, are going 
through all kinds of weather, and have had comparatively little trouble so far, 
Lt. Coppin hit a tree while flying in a fog and, although the ship was damaged 
considerably, he landed without injury to himself. 

The officers who are now on the detail at Superior, Wis., are: 

Lt. Scow (in charge), Lieuts. Coppin, Atkinson, Brown and Rice. 

Lt. Erickson left Marshall Field for Superior, Wis., to relieve Lt. Rice, 
who will return to duty at this station. 

The ferrying of PT ships for the summer training camps has been going on 
this week. Some were brought from Ft. Leavenworth and some from Kansas City. 

The credit for the efficiency of our organization does not belong to the 
officers and pilots altogether by any means. The great amount of work that has 
been necessary to get the ships in shape for the summer training period has kept 
the mechanics working early and late with little time off, and they have come 
through with all the ships in shape. 

The: onlistéd men gavé a.dinnaer in honor of Major and Mrs. Arnold, who are 
leaving the post, on July 4th, at which all officers and their wives were 
present. It was a very fine dinner and one which does credit to Sgt. Herbert 
T- Smith, the Mess Set. A farewell speech was given by Major Arnold in which 
he commended the men in the organization for their untiring efforts during his 
stay at Marshall Field. 


Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., July 10th. 





During the past 30 days this post has had a considerable number of visiting 
planes from all points in the United States. On June 15th eight Martin Bombers 
came in from Langley Field, Va., en route to the Pacific Coast, carrying 14 
officers and 10 enlisted men. 

Many cross-country trips were made during June and the early part of July 
to Pensacola, Fla., Atlanta, Ga., New Orleans, La., Birmingham, Ala. and various 
other points. 

The following officers, who have been stationed at Maxwell Field for one 
year's active duty, successfully sassed the examination for commission in the 


Regular Army: 
Lt. Donald D. Arnold Lt. Frederick W. Ott 
Lt. Robt. C. Ashley Lt. Louie P. Turner. 


All of these officers will remain at Maxwell Field, with the exception of 
Lt. Ott, who was transferred to Rockwell Field, San Diego, Cal. 

On the last of June, 21 men and two officers, composing part of the 
Detachment from the 22nd Observation wquadron on duty at Fort Bragg, were 
transferred to Maxwell Field. 

On July lst, six new Reserve officers reported for an extended tour of 
active duty for one year. Twelve Reserve officers also reported for two weeks! 
summer training. Everyone has been busy getting in their new quarters and re- 
newing old acquaintances made during the World War. 

Major Weaver and Mrs. Weaver entertained at tea Sunday afternoon, July 8th, 
for all officers and their wives, complimenting the new officers and also the 
Reserve officers here for summer training. 


Boston Airport, East Boston, Mass., July 7th. 





In spite of adverse weather conditions, this station had 178 pilot hours 
during the month of June. This includes four Regular Army, four Reserve of- 
ficers on active duty for 14 day periods and 13 Reserve pilots on inactive duty 
status flying from here. 
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The Reserves on active duty were checked out on VE-9 and DE planes and 
were very much enthused over being given the opportunity of flying other than 
PTs. Flying, of course, was not their sole function while on active duty. They 
were instructed in Supply, Maintenance, Engineering and Office work, so after 14 
days any of them would be capadle of making out requisitions for property and 
Morning Reports, chenge sparix plugs on Airplane Engines and fly a service type 
plane (either good or worse). Routing work for Reserves was performed during 
the mornings, while the afternoons, weather permitting, were devoted to flying 
training. 

The following Reserve officers were on active duty at the Airport: 

ist Licut. John A. Langley, Pilot, fr. June 3 to June 16, 
ist Lieut. Ray C. Van Arsdale, Pilot, fr. June 3 to Jue 16, 
end Licut. Horace H. White, Pilot, fr. June 17 to June 30, 
end Lieut. Charles M. Porter, Pilot, fr. June 17 to June 30. 

In our last contribution to the News Letter it is believed your correspond- 
ent mentioned about the grand opening of the Lowell, Mass. Airport. At any rate, 
it was considered quite successful, tho the weather was anything but good. Sev- 
eral Army and Navy planes were held up at Boston for 3 and 4 days awaiting favor- 
able flying conditions. 

The anticipated opening of Lucerne, Maine, Airport on June 28th was post- 
poned due to wet grounds, and we don't know when they will open it. 

Preparations were made to entertain Miss Amelia Barhart and her crew, it 
being anticipated that the reception accorded them would equal, if not surpass, 
that given Col. Lindbergh when he first visited Boston. This being Miss Earhart! 
home, efforts were bent to stege a regular TEA PARTY in her honor. The people 
of Boston and surrounding towns have organized what is knowm as the Earhart 
Foundation and are planning to erect a memorial in honor of Miss Earhart for 
being the first woman to fly across the Atlantic. On June 30th three members 
of the Earhart Foundation were flown to Rye Beach to spread a little propaganda 
to Governor Fuller, who is honorary chairman of the project. They played and 
circled over his summer home and dropped a message of greeting to him. 

The Earhart project is’ to be a control tower 80 feet high, and will be 
octagonal in shape. It will serve as a beecon for aviators who will be able 
to see it for many miles. Sounds good, but will it materialize? On the other 
hand, why not use the money, if any will be spent, to move hangars and buildings 
away from the center of the flying field to give us more room for flying and 
breathing space? 

The enlisted personnel was increased by two men, which now gives us 13 men 
on duty here. Two men make a great deal of difference in a small detachment. 
Sergeant Viscik and Private Russell, from Mitchel Field, reported for duty, 
replacing Sergeant Keogh, who went back to Mitchel, and Private Zucchero, who 
was discharged in May. Private, lst Class, Campbell was promoted to the grade 
of Corporal on June 24th. 


France Field, Panama Canal Zone, June 28th. 





7th Observation Squadron,A.C. Although greatly handicapped by a lack of 
airplanes, the Seventh Observation Squadron managed to maintain its training 
schedule and perform all missions assigned to it. A grand total of four Amphib- 
ians and one DH constitute the effective and total offensive (or defensive) 
strength of the organization. 

Commanding Officers seem to shift with a kaleidoscopic regularity in the 
organization, Lieut. McHugo, who commended in the absence of Captain Skemp, 
turned over his badge of office to Lieut. Stewart -and shook the dust of Panama 
from his coat tails forever. His loss is a great one and "Mac's" familiar 
face, as he tinkered with the spark plugs of his faithful Essex, (model 1910) 
will be greatly missed. The whole outfit wishes him good luck at Langley Field. 

24th Pursuit Squadron. This organization has started its aerial gunnery 
and bombing, and prospects look very bright. The scores this early in the 
season are equally as good as those of the middle of last season. Six officers 
of the squadron completed the prescribed pistol course for this year:- five of 
them making "Expert" and one just a fraction below. 

25th Bombardment Squadron, A.C. The 25th Squadron reports one cross- 
country flight of two NBS-1 planes to David, R. de P., Captain Carl W. Connell 
and Lieut. R.B, Davidson, pilots; Captains Greer and Logan, of Fort Davis, as 
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passengers. No remarks. ('Twould seem the dampness has depressed their spirits 
as well as their activities.) 

The France Field Basketball Squad is being whipped into shape when the 
expert guidance of Lieut. Propst, and shows some very promising material. The 
‘first game of the season, with Fort Randolph, resulted in a 44 to 21 score in 
' favor of: the France Field team. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, July 3rd. 





Capt. 0. P. Echols, of the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, en route 
ferrying an 02~H from the Douglas Factory at Santa Monica, Cal., to the Texas 
National Guard, Houston, Texas, was a visitor at this Depot from June 22nd to 
the 29th, while necessary repairs were made to his plane. 

Lieut. Ralph E. Fisher, of March Field, Cal., visited us on June 25th and 

26th for the purpose of obtaining and ferrying back a DH-4M-2 to his home statify, 
Capt. Walter J. Reed, of the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, called 
at this Depot on June 30th for a conference with the Commanding Officer in re- 
gard to plans for proposed permanent construction at this station. 

Lieut. Leland R. Hewitt, Air Corps Instructor with the Arkansas National 
Guard, arrived here July lst from Little Rock, to ferry back a plane for the 
Arkansas National Guard Air Corps. | 

Lieut. Arthur W. Vanaman, Chief Engineer Officer of the Depot, left here 
July 2d on a three months! leave of absence, to visit in the East. 

Lieut. James E. Duke, Jr., rejoined this Depot June 20th, having ferried 
an AT-4 from the Fairfield Air Depot to Kelly Field. 


Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., June 7th. 





Flight "B", ed Observation Squadron. Two new Amphibians were received in 
this department the early part of the month. 

Lieut. Donald Goodrich left for China with all his "war togs" to visit 
the battle front and other places of interest in that section of the Orient. 
He will give a complete report of his trip in our next News Letter. 

Set. George Dooley, during the month, has become the proud wearer of the 
loop under his chevrons and Pvt. King, our combination Company Sergenat Major 
and Supply Sergeant, has taken three stripes for sleeve ornaments. The Post 
Surgeon states that both will pull thru with proper attention. 

Headquarters, 4th Composite Group.. Ist Lieut. Alfred Lindeburg, A.C., 

. is now in command of the detachment, having relieved Lieut. Goodrich, who has 
gone to China on leave. 

The Camp Nichols Tennis Team, under the management of Pvt. Carr, played 
Corregidor on the 5th and 6th and Clark Field on the 19th and 20th. They split 
the doubles and won all singles in both games. The next tournament is with 
- Corregidor on June 3d and 4th. The Manager is trying to get in the Department 
Meet and, if he succeeds, they hope to make a good showing. 

Pvt. Kerr, our very efficient bookkeeper at the Post Exchange, having been 
promoted to sixth class specialist, has now applied for a commission in the 
Army Reserve. Some people are never satisfied. 

Tech. Sgt. Hopper ani Staff Sgt. “ewitt have taken examinations for pro- 
motions. Here's hoping they make the grade. 

66th Service Squadron. Cant. Lawrence P. Hickey, A.C., was transferred 
to the 3d Pursuit Squadron, Clark Field, on May 10th. 

Lieut. Donald L. Bruner, A.C., who has been sich, returned for duty on 
May list. 

The Baguio season is now over and all the men who were on detached ser- 
vice there have returned for duty. They tell of some wonderful happenings 
in and around Baguio, especially of Sgt. Littlejohn, who took up golfing while 
there. 

The Squadron received 17 new men on the last transport and they have been 
placed on special duty with the E &R Department. The new E &R building, when 
completed, will be one of the best in the Philippine Islands. All you men who 
soldiered at Nichols and who fouldn't become"sunshiners" better make another 
trip out and see all the improvements that have taken place at Camp Nichols. 

28th Bombardment Squadron. The Squadron received an addition to their 
ranks in the pérson of Pvt. Blair, recently transferred from Clark Field. 
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Lieut. Corley P. McDarment returned to duty from detached service at 
Baguio and was appointed Squadron funply Officer. 

Pvt. Null was apnointed Mess Sergeant, and Pvt. McCertney claims the chow 
is the best he has had since enlisting in the Army. Mac should know, as he is 
the first one in the Mess Hall and the last out, 

Staff Sgts. Butler, Jonnson, MacDermott and Schmolia took the examination 
for Technical Sergeant, and Tech. Sgt. Hartley for Master Sergeant. 

There have been quite a few changes around the squadron, the most important 
one being the renovation and repainting of the Mess Hall. 

The 28th Squadron Basketball Team organized an Athletic Club and the follow- 
ing officers were elected: Sgt. Parker, President; Pvt. Sarver, Vice President; 
Cpl. Kramer, Secretary; and Pvt. Way, Treasurer. Licut. Woodruff and lst Sgt. 
Hamer were elected Honorary Members. 


Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg, P.I., June 7th. 








Major L.A. Walton, who has becn in command since October 1926, was trans~ 
ferred to Camp Nichols for the remainder of his tour. Capt. L.P. Hickey has 
taken command until the arrival of Major Ralph Cousins on the July transport. 
Major Walton, Lieuts. Heffley, Bobzien and Crawford leave on the next transport. 
Lieut. Wolf will be the only "sunshiner". We all have a peculiar mixture of 
feelings about leaving this post -- we hate to leave and yet we are wild to get 


. back to the States. 


There was only one subject of conversation during the last week of May -- 
the Furlow Bill. Speaking of these so-called promotion bills, it is a good 
thing that"Hope springs eternal", otherwise, most of the old pilots would be 
forming a line in front of Henry Ford's office. 

Organization Day was celebrated on May 14th. Every officer, every man, 
every lady and every child on the Post wore present at an elaborate “Dutch lunch" 
served in the Mess Hell. Colonel Deniel Hand, at that time commanding the post 
in the absence of General Hotbrook, was the guest of honor. 


Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I., June 7th. 





Lieut. J.P. Hodges is preparing to clear the post for his return to the 
United States on the next transport. Lieut. Holland has'taqmporarily taken over 
the duties as Station Supply Officer. 

Another planned departure is that of Capt. Lyle C. White, M.C., who leaves 
soon for a visit to the States. He expects to join us again, however. 

During May, the usual summer resort invitations were extended, and, as a 
result, week end guests invaded the quarters of all officers here. Among them 
were Lieut. and Mrs. Carr end Lieut. and Mrs. Bobzein of Clark Field; Lieut. and 
Mrs. Thomas and Lieut. and Mrs. Perrin of Camp Nichols, and Mr. Wills of Manila. 

Our Basketball Team looks good and we expect a very successful season. The 
Bowling Team will soon get started and we hope they will give us another cup to 
add to our collection. Our success in athletics, so far, is largely due to the 
encouragement and assistance given by our Commanding Officer, Lieut. Meloy. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, July 14th. 





end Lieuts. oaarinn C. Scott and Harry L. Smith, pilots, of the 56th Divi- 
sion Air Service \Texas National Guard), arrived here on July 9th to ferry back 
two PT-ls to the National Guard encampment at Camp Palacios, Texas. They left 
here in these planes on the 10th. Lieut. Smith also returned on the 11th to 
ferry back an 0-17 to the Cam. 

Warrant Officer Charles Chester, Cost Officer of the Depot, is taking ad- 
vantage of a three months! leave of absence, departing on July 5th for an extend 
ed visit in Southern California. 

The following airplanes and engines were overhauled and repaired by the 
Engineering Department of the San Antonio Air Depot during June:- Airplanes -- 
4 DH-4M-1, 2 DH-4M-2, 1 DH-¢M-2P, 5 DH-4M-e2T, 3 PT-1, 1 01, 3 02, 1 02-C, 

1 02-H, 1 C-1-C, 1 NBS-1, 1 A-3, Total, 24: Engines:- 41 Liberty, 29 Wright E, 
Total, 70. 
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March Field, Riverside, Cal., July 10th. 





Major Harold A. Strauss and Captain Arthur B. McDaniels were recent visitor; 
to the Field, flying here from the Air Corps Training Center in a Curtiss 0-1, 
The object of their visit was thecoordination of the training of the two primary 
schools. 

Lieuts. B. J. (Barney) Tooher and N.F. Twining returned to duty after a 
month's leave of absence. During the period of their leaves, Lieuts. Tooher and 
Twining participated in the yecht reces to Hawaii. 

First Sergeant William Enright, 47tn School Squadron, was retired during 
the past month after the commletion of thirty years service. He left for his 
home in Syracuse, N.Y., following his retirement. 

The completion of the annual pistol qualification course by the squadrons 
showed gratifying results. A total of 138 men qualified as pistol experts; 110 
as sharpshooters and 217 as marksmen. 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, July 2nd. 





43d Squadron. Ist Sgt. L.O. Funk will take on his last 'hitch'! July 5th, 
Sgt. Funk retires in about a year and a half. He says that he is going back 
to the Philippine Islands after retirement, to live in the land of tin roofs 
and dobe dreams. 

Sgt. Wm. T. McFadden sails for Panama about July 3d, as replacement for 
Sgt. Dale M. Thomas. 

Mr. Sgt. Robert R. Aurand also sails for Panama about August 9th. 





Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Cal., July 9th. 





Cooperation with Battery "A", 63d C.A.(A.A.) at Palo Alto, Cal., was con- 
tinued from previous month up to June 5th. Sound locating and tracking missions 
were flown during the forenoon and searchlight drill missions at night. 

Two 0-2 planes, equipped with two-way radio, with Lt. Smith as pilot and 
Lt. Farran as cbserver, and Lt. Goss as pilot and Lt. Marriner as observer, co- 
operated with the 6th C.A.(H®) during the annual battle practice of the San Fran- 
cisco harbor defenses. The work consisted of spotting for 12" mortars, 12" 
rifles, 6" rifles and 155 mm G.P.F. guns firing from battcries located at Fort 
Barry at targets towed by SS "Barrett" and by SS "Armistead". 

’ Lieut. Barber and Staff Sgt. Bush of the 15th Photo Section left station 
June 7th for Forts Lewis and Lawton, Wash., in connection with photographic work 
at those places. On account of unfavorable weather conditions the work could noi 
be carried out as originally contemplated as far as Fort Lewis was concerned, 
but photographs of Fort Lawton were taken as directed by the Commanding General 
Ninth :Corps Area. 

Major Clagett, Air Officer, 9th Corps Area, left station June llth ina 
Douglas transport, accompanied by Capt. French, Signal Corps,and Mr.Sgt. Kolinsk 
Air Corps, on a tour of inspection of Signal Corps equipment at Clover Field, 
Griffith Park, Ross Field, March Field and Rockwell Field, Cal. He also went to 
Yuma, &rigona, in connection with the installation of a meteorological and radio 
station. 

Lieut. Barber left station June 18th with Col. White of the Forest Reserve 
for an Aerial Survey of the Lone Pine District, California. 

Lieut. Goss, pilot, with Lt. Marriner as observer left station on June 25th 
for Rockwell Field, Cal. for the purpose of cooperating with the Navy in Problem 
I and II of the Army and Navy Air Cooperation missions ordered by the War Depar 
ment to be held on June 26th. 

One 02-A, 1 DH-4 and 1 OAl-C were received during the month as replacement 
for those of a similar type that were unserviceable. | 

Lieut. Farran and Dr. C.G. Rossby, of the Guggenheim Foundation, made sev 
eral trips to different stations in California in connection with the establish 
ing of weather reporting stations. 











